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1 THE S S. v. 12, 13. 
And we beſeech you, Brethren, to know them 


whach labour among you, and are over you 
in the Lord, and admonyſh you, and to 
eſteem them very highly in Love for their 
Works Sake, and be at peace among your- 
ſelves.“ 
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HERE is a remarkable and pleaſing deli- 
cacy in the form of this exhortation. The 
deſign of the Apoſtle is to recommend re- 
ſpe& and love to Chriſtian Paſtors ; but he intreats 
rather than commands, and accoſts the Taxzss as 


LONIANS With the affectionate appellation of Bre- 
| thren ; 


* This diſcourſe was alſo preached in TavxTon,' 
May 11, 1773, at the Ordination of the Rev. Mr. 
Cornisn, of CLoyToON, the Rev. Mr. FIVVEMORE of 
CoLumsToN, and the Rev. Mr. BaynHam of Tor- 
NEss, Devon. The parts included within crotchets 
were omitted in the delivery. The Notes and Quota- 
tions are ſubjoined chiefly with a view to illuſtrate and 
ſupport ſome ſentiments contained in the diſcourſe, and 
to ſuggeſt ſome hints the Author wants another oppor- 
tunity to convey ſo publicly. 
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Aren; that the ſoft unaſſuming air of the addreſs 
might more eaſily inſinuate his advice into their 
minds, * and that no countenance might be given 
to the ideas they entertained of the paſtoral office, 
who, being unaccuſtomed to it, might confider it 
as implying ſome degree of ſervitude in thoſe over 
whom it was exerciſed. 

The' importance of the duties here enjoined to 
ſecure the ends and ſucceſs of the miniſterial cha- 
.xacter will juſtify my endeavours to illuſtrate and 
enforce them on the preſent occaſion £ whilſt I 
ſhall take occaſion from the words to offer ſome 


thoughts under theſe heads; viz. 


" F:xsr, The view here given of the miniſterial 
office. ——_ 


Scoop, The obligations, under which Chriſ- 
nans lie to their Paſtors and one another. And 


Tai, The motives, which ſhould excite and 
engage them to fulfil theſe obligations. 
| Figs7, 


Nova adhortatio — quam blande proponit, obſe- 
crans potius quam admonens, ut ipfa hac ejus lenitate, 
tanto eitius animis eorum illaberetur; præſertim quia 
apud eos, qui huic rei nondum aſſueverant, videri po- 
terat officium hoe ſervitutem aliquam reſipere. Quiz 
vero velut novam adhortationis telam orditur, ideo illos 
compellat fratres, CRELLIUS in loc. 
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SY 

Fiksr, I would confider the view the Apoſtle 
here gives us of the nature and ſervices of the mi- 
niſterial office : not with a deſign to intimate in- 
ſtructions to my Reverend Fathers and Brethren 
preſent, for this would not become my years and 
little experience; — but with the friendly intention 
to aſſiſt you, Chriſtians, to form ſuitable appre- 
henſfions of its nature, and to offer ſome hints 
which may ſerve to direct your expettations from 
us. 


1. The Apoſtle here deſcribes Paſtors as thoſe 
who labour in the Church of Chriſt. A deſcription 
peculiarly proper when. applied to the miniſters of 
that early age, [who were engaged in forming the 
firſt Chriſtian focieties, were called to contend with 
the prejudices of the Jews, and the eſtabliſhed 
cuſtoms of idolatry, and were expoſed to many 
peculiar perils - and perſecutions from which our 
more favourable ſituation ſcreens us. | 

But yet the charatter has, in our days, its la- 
bours and toils. They. who conceive of it as a 
ſtation of perfect eaſe and indolence, becauſe it 
excuſes us from the fatigues of bodily labour and 
manual employment, entertain a miſtaken idea of 
it. — And they, who by their diſſipation and idle- 
neſs give occaſion for ſuch conceptions of it, un- 
faithſully proſtitute the time, which an exemption 
from worldly buſineſs affords them, and their office 
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' obliges them to devote to ſome of the moſt ſerious 


and intereſting engagements, that can fill up our 
hours. N 
Tiuornv, though an Evangeliſt, and poſſeſſed 
of extraordinary gifts, was admoniſhed to give at- 
tendance to reading, exhortation and doftrme, not to 


neg lell the gift that was in him, and to give himſelf 


wholly to the duties of his function.“ Unaſſiſted, 
unſupported as we are in theſe days, by ſuperna- 
natural and miraculous endowments, there is occa- 
ſion for the vigorous exertion of our powers, and 
room for more employment than we always find 
ourſelves equal to. - Need I mention the wearineſs 
the diſcharge of public duties produces; or the 
languor and fatigue with which we frequently lay 
aſide our private ſtudies, as particular inſtances, 


\ which prove that the paſtoral office has its labours ? 


Our labours are thoſe of the Head, which im- 
pede and obſtrutt the functions of the animal frame; 
and which, inſtead of improving the health, like 
bodily exerciſe, have a natural tendency to weaken 
and impair the conſtitution. They are, in a great 
degree, the labours of the Heart, in which the kind 
and benevolent affettions are often painfully tried ; 
and in proportion as we are in earneſt, we are fa- 
tigued. You will allow me to alledge, we have our 


difficulties too ; which as they require an exertion 
of 


* 1 T1M, iv. 13, 14, 15. 
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of mental ſtrength and tenderly affeR, alſo ex- 
hauſt and weary. | 

If we do not then fill up as many hours of the 
day with an application to ſtudy and paſtoral duties, 
as the artiſt employs in the labour of his hands, you 
will be too conſiderate and candid to cenſure. us, 
as leading a life of idleneſs and eaſe. Our la- 
bours are ſuch, as require relaxation and exerciſe: 
not ſeldom for the ſake of health, I might ſay for 
the ſake of life, we are obliged-to ſpend thoſe 
hours in a manner that may appear idle and plea- 
ſurable, which from a thirſt after knowledge and 
a love of ſcience we would gladly give to ſtudy, and 
influenced by higher conſiderations, ſhould rejoice 
to conſecrate to the ſervice of ſouls. 

But while this will obtain your indulgence, the 
indolent and ſlothful miniſter, whoſe public mini- 
{trations ſavour nothing of labour, and whoſe life is 
a ſcene of diſſipation and indulgence, will deſer- 
vedly fink into contempt. Oh! may our remils- 
neſs and negligence find mercy! And may the 
important ends of our office urge us all to vigour 
and zeal, and excite us to ſtudy and labour, as 
becometh thoſe who preach the words of eternal 
e, and who look through the veil of time into an 


eternal Rtate ! 


2dly, Chriſtian Paſtors are alſo repreſented as 
ſuch, as are over their flocks. [In all the primitive 
churches 
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churches there were many perſons endowed with 
miraculous gifts; and ſome, to prevent irregularity 
and confufion, were appointed to preſide over the 
reſt, during the time of public exerciſes. Theſe 
were the perſons, whom the Apoſtle defigns; but 
it is evident that Miniſters, may be ſaid to preſide 
and rule over Chriſtian aſſemblies, even though 
there was no ſuch peculiar need of their interpo- 
fition to moderate and direct the exerciſe of the 
gifts of thoſe, who officiated in public.“ But] 
This appellation by no means juſtifies any claims 
of dominion over Chriſtians, any ſwelling titles 
and ſumptuous badges. The Greek word is a mi- 
litary term and ſignifies thoſe who ſet themſelves in 
the front of the battle, and manfully march before 
the reſt to encourage and animate the whole band 
to follow, with the like vigour and diligence as they 
ſee in their leaders. It is uſed by the Apoſtle, 
when he urges Chriſtians to diſtinguiſh themſelves 
in good works, and our verſion renders it to main- 
tain good works. TI r. iii. 8. but it would be more 
properly tranſlated to excel in them. A 
So far then is this term from countenancing the 
exerciſe of prieftly authority, any aſpirations after 
| ; | worldly 


* See Brxson and DopDRIDGE on this Paſſage, 


I wqurapir; See Leicu's Critica Sacra on the Verb g 
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worldly grandeur and pre- eminence: it counte- 
nances no other pre- eminence than what ariſes 


from greater activity and diligence, from ſuperior 
virtue and excellence of character. It is your 
duty to diſcourage: and proteſt againſt thoſe who 
would uſurp a juriſdiftion over your conſciences, 
and claim the command of your property. Even 
the Apoſtles, upon whoſe foundation we are built, 
claimed and poſſeſſed no prerogatives of this kind. 
We, faith one of that holy, humble band, preach 
not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and ourſelves 
your ſervants for Jeſuss ſake ; not that we have domi- 
nion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy.“ It 
ks an eſtabliſhed maxim in the kingdom of Chriſt ; 


He that is greateſt among you, let Aim be the ſervant of 


all. F And it was the beauty and glory of our 
Lord's character; that He came not to be miniſtred 
unto, but to miniſter and to groe lis life a ranſom for 
many. | - 

Our duty therefore. is to aſſiſt your enquiries 
into ſacred truth, not to limit and reſtrain them — 
to inform your judgment and appeal to your rea- 
fon, not to enflave your minds — to ſubmit our own 
apprehenſions on ſacred topics and the ſenſe of 
ſcripture to your ſerious and candid examination, 


and 


* 2 Con. iv, 5. and Ch. i. 23. + MATT. xxviiie 
26, 27. 1 Idem, ver. 28. 
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and not to demand a ſubmiſſion to our decifiohs — 
to lead you to a ſyſtem more pure and ſublime 
chan our own ſcheme of principles, to one perfect 
and infallible, even the BIBLE; and to a Maſter 
as far ſuperior to us in the virtues of his charafler 
and the purity of his inſtruttions, as in the dignity 


ol his name, even to Jzsvs, your Lord and our 


Lord, your Judge and our Judge. It is our duty 
to go beſore you in the paths of virtue, to charm 
and animate by our examples, and to advance 
with you, mutually aiding and encouraging 
each other, through all the ſervices and trials of 
ume to the throne of our exalted Redeemer, to 
a crown of unfading glory. But this reminds me 
that our text expreſsly deſcribes I, 


all, As thoſe whoſe duty it is to admoniſh can 
lians; i. e. to diſſuade them from all vice, and to 
perſuade them to all righteouſneſs and virtue: 
though under this term may be comprehended the 
illuſtrating all the branches of the Chriſtian religion 
and of thoſe truths, on which evangelical piety reſts; 
ſor all theſe are ſtrictlyj connected with admoni- 


tion. * 


Et admonent vos. Id eſt, veſtri vos officii ſubinde 
admonent, a vitiis avocant, ad virtutes cohortantur. 
—— hoc nomine comprehendenda eſt etiam 
alio- 


And 


. 

And this view of our office appears to me to ſug- 
geſt many hints proper to be attended to, to regu- 
late your expectations from us. Are we to admo- 
nh you; you will then allow us a free ſcope and 
liberty in the diſcharge of this duty? The weak- 
neſſes, the miſtakes, the follies of mankind are va- 
ribus, and cannot be juſtly and fully pointed out 
and expoſed, if our diſcourſes turn only upon the 
doctrines of religion to the negle&t of the duties of 
a good life, and the graces of the Chriſtian temiper, 
or only upon the precepts to the omiſſion of the 
truths of chriſtianity ; — if we are reſtrained from 
handling ſome particular fubjetts, or are confined 
to a ſet of received and eſtabliſhed principles? 

Our preaching ſhould be adapted in the courſe 
of it, to reach every caſe. The whole ſcheme of 


revelation ſhould be explained, and all the duties 


of an holy converſation enforced. And yet many 
ſocieties foſter the unreaſonable expeRation, that 
their miniſters ſhould preach only agreeable to their 
own views and the ſcheme of doctrines they have 
already embraced. He muſt not attempt to give 
an explanation of any text different from the ſenſe 


C they 


aliorum Chriſtiane religionis capitum, ſeu ſententia- 
rum, quibus pietas Chriſtiana ſuperſtruitur, explicatiq : 
omnia enim hæe ad r, ſeu admonitionem tandem 
ſpectant. CRELLIUS in loc. 


4 
| 
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they have been accuſtomed to affix to it: He muſt 
not venture to leave the old track to correct their 
notions, or to improve and enlarge their views. 
And whilſt this remains their taſte, no errors can 
be reformed, nor they led on to perfection either 
in knowledge or prattice. 

And ſince the Apaſtle deſcribes us as thoſe whoſe 
province it is to admoniſi you, you will remember 
it is in the Lord, and expett that we do it upon the 
principles, and from the motives peculiar to chriſ- 
tianity. Philoſophical diſquiſitions, learned enqui- 
ries and moral eſſays “ might perhaps be better 
£20 $167 71 ſuited 


* © There is a wrong method, very common, in 
< treating of theſe points (i, e. points of morality) to 
«© which perſons of genius are liable; the way of eſſay- 
« writing ; that is, a courſe of general obſervations 
© neatly expreſſed, put together with eaſe and freedom. 
« In which way Mr, Apnison furniſhes excellent 
„ models, This however is not well ſuited to the 
<< -pulpit ; which demands a ſeverer form. You may 
*© open your deſign with ſome ſuch refleQions ; but 
*© theſe we expect ſhall quickly lead us into your ſub- 
* ject; to which you are to confine yourſelf ftrictly ; ; 
eto purſue it through its whole extent; fit it to the 
6 lives, and preſs it cloſely upon the conlciences of 
your hearers. The great art is, to be general, with- 
out wandering in lax, unſtriking remarks ; to ga 
into detail, without minuteneſs or trifling,” 

Lawson's Lectures on Oratory, p. 370. 


MD. 


fuited to raiſe your admiration of our parts and is 


flatter your taſte ; but on reflection, you will per- 
ceive that this is not the method of preaching we 
can juſtify or you approve, when regarded in the 
light of being your monitors in CuRISF. 

In this view of our office it is our duty to deliver 
the plain truths of that religion, which was not de- 
ſigned to gratify the lettered philoſopher, but to 
teach the humble and unlearned poor the way of 
ſalvation, and to inſtruct us all in the things of their 
everlaſting peace. Expett from us then a ſcriptural 
ſtrain of preaching. Our texts, in general, ſhould 
not ſerve as mottos, borrowed froͤm the claſſics, to 
decorate and introduce an ingenious eflay, but 
ſhould convey and enforce the ſentiments we 
would wiſh you to attend to; F and our diſcourſes 
ought to unfold and explaiti the ſcriptures, or be 
illuſtrated and ſupported by authorities, examples, 
and motives collected from them. I Otherwiſe, 

C 2 unleſs 


+ * The diſcourſe ſhould be the text unfolded, the 
5 text ſhould be the diſcourſe in abſtract: They ſhould 
&© be as the ſeed and plant; which latter is the ſeed 
© drawn out by nutriment, and organiſed in its juſt 
and full dimenſions.” 

LawsoN's Lect. p. 372. 

t There may indeed be a faulty extreme on this 


Shand; for I have heard a ſermon that has been ſo 
&« gyerloaded 
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8 
unleſs in the powers of genius and the authority 
of a name we were equal to the great authors of 
antiquity, our ſermons cannot carry a weight with 
them, like the writings of a CIcERO and a 
PLATO. 1 

And, dear Sirs, ſince we are not as dittators to 
your faith, to deliver our opinions as from the ſeat 
| of 


ce gyerloaded with texts of ſcripture, that the thread of 
« the reaſoning was in a manner loſt, and the whole 
* Jooked like a piece of rich patch-work without any 
ground appearing at the bottom. But the other ex- 


c treme, of a penury of ſacred texts, prevails too much 


ein our modern and refinel compoſitions, which for that 


< reaſon may rather be called orations than ſermons, 


« A due medium therefore ought to be obſerved in 


« this caſe; but of the two, the latter extreme is moſt 


« blameable; for a ſermon will appear lean and unſa- 
« tisfying to a religious palate, when it is not ſuffici- 
<« ently larded' with ſcripture,. but the whole is made 
<< to reſt on the reaſoning of the preacher, unſupported 
by the authority of God's word. 

«© By this means (i. e. by interſperſing apt texts of 
holy ſcripture) he will become an expert textuary, 
„ which is the firſt excellency of a Chriſtian Divine; 


and the people will occaſionally be made acquainted 


** with the holy ſcriptures. 

* Now this is what I call a ſermon, in contradiſ- 
< tinction to an oration, which by one uniform flow of 
* eloquence, without proper breaks and diviſions, glides 
like a ſmooth. ſtream over the ſoul, leaving no traces 

; & behind 


„ 

of authority; ſo neither, methinks, doth it beome 
us when we are your Monitors in Chriſt, to ſtudy 
florid harangues, and ſeek to amuſe and entertain you 
by rounded periods, glittering ornaments and pretty 
diſcourſes, one chief excellency of which is that 
they are very ſhort. An admonitzon ſhould turn 
upon a plain and intereſting point; its ſtyle and 
manner ſhould be plain, friendly, affecting. Much 
more ought this to be the caſe with the admoni- 
tions of the preacher. | The aim of which ſhould 
be the everlaſting benefit of the hearer, not the 
thort-lived applauſe of the ſpeaker. 


Need 


é behind it. The word thus delicately fown, may, 
« like a concert of muſic, delight the ear while it laſts, 
but dies with the ſound, and the hearer will carry 
“little home, beſides a remembrance that he was 
&« ſweetly entertained.” 

Biſhop HorT's Inſtructions to the Clergy of the dio- 
ceſe of TAM, p. 5. 

For more good remarks on this ſubject, and for an 
Hiſtory of the riſe and progreſs of PREACHING, I would 
refer the Reader to CamBRay on Eloquence, p. 161, 
188, 189, 12mo, and to Dr. PrigEsTLY's Free Addreſs 
en CHURCH-DI1SCIPLINE.. Sect. V. 

The plaineſt and moſt commonly acknowledged 
* truths are what moſt men live upon; theſe are the 
« greateſt inſtruments in deſtroying ſin, and in raiſing 
* the heart to God. — Highly ornamented ſermons 


(like painted glaſs in windows which keeps out the 


« light 
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Need I ſay then, you will allow, nay, expect 
us to be plain, ſerious, earneſt? Rather, you 
ſhould be intreated to excuſe and pardon our cold- 
neſs and inſenſibility. Excuſe us that we do not 
more ſeriouſly, with more unfeigned ſimplicity 
and warmth handle the truths of the eternal God, 
and exhort them who are ſoon to paſs, from this 
ſtage of action, to the bar of judgment, and to an 
eternal world. —— But it is time to enter on our 


SzcoxD general head; viz. the Regard due from 
Chriſtians to their Paſtors, and the duty they owe to 
each other. | 

Far be it from me to recommend a blind reve- 
rence to the office, ſeparate from the manner in 
which it is diſcharged; or to wiſh that an imaginary 
facredneſs of character may be a ſcreen for faults 
and follies which would otherwiſe be unpardonable. 
No! Let the indolent, proud, imperious, and vi- 
cious miniſter lie expoſed to cenſure, contempt, 

and 


< light) are too often the marks of hypoerify. If you 
„ would not teach men, what do you in the pulpit ? 
« If you would, why do you not ſpeak ſo as to be un- 
«© derſtood ? — There is no better way to make a 
good cauſe prevail, than to make it as plain and 
thoroughly underſtood as we can; this will properly 
<« diſpoſe an unprepared mind. | 

BAxTER's Reformed Paſtor by PALMER, p. 168, 171. 
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and hatred: it is his reward. But to him who pre- 
fides with wiſdom and modeſty — who labours with 
diligence— and admoniſhes with fidelity and affec- 
tion, you will grant that an affectionate and cordial 
reſpett is due; and you will permit me to explain 
and enforce it. The Text inſtruts me ta ſay, 


iſt, That you ſhould cheriſh an affectionate 
eſteem. Other Apoſtolical injunctions run in this 
ſtrain. Let the Elders who rule well be accounted wor- 
thy of double honour, eſpecially they who labour in word 
and dodtrine. Receive them in the Lord, and hold 
them in reputation. F We are told concerning the 
Fews, that when they mocked the meſſengers of God, 
and deſpiſed his words, and abuſed his Prophets, the 
wrath of the Lord roſe againſt the people till there 
was no remedy, |. 

It is our duty and wiſdom, undoubtedly, to a- 
void every thing that would forfeit your eſteem 
and leſſen our character before men. But it is 
alſo neceſſary that you ſhould do juſtice to the 
virtues we may poſſeſs, though they are mingled 
with imperfettions, and ſhould cultivate a ſenſe of 
the importance and dignity of the character we 
ſuſtain ; otherwiſe our admonitions can have little 

weight 


* 1 TiM,v. 17. + PHIL, ii. 29. Þt 2 CRN. 
xxxvi. 16. | 
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weight with you, and our miniſtrations will fail of 
their defired ſucceſs. Though we are not diQators 
in the kingdom of Cuntsr, yet as Teachers we 
may claim ſome difference: though we are not 
Lords over you, yet as friends to your beſt inte- 
reſts we may hope you will be kindly attached 
to us. | 

The reſpeR, with which we may be treated will 
conduce to your own benefit; and whilſt it gives 
us reputation in the eyes of the world, it will in 
the end redound to the honour of religion. Your 
tove will ſweeten every labour, and cement the 
important connection between us by mutual adds 
of friendſhip. This affeQtionate eſteem 'of 'us will 
naturally prompt you to ſhew it by various civilities 
and endearing ſervices, that will inſpire our minds 
with chearfulneſs, and encourage our hope of 
ſuccels. Yn, | | 

A conviction that ve ſhare your kind eſteem 
will relieve the painful conſciouſneſs of our many 
defects; for then we ſhall hope, nay aſſure ourſelves 
you will paſs the moſt favourable conſtruction upon 
our doubtful actions, and throw the mantle of can- 
dour and friendſhip over our frailties. We are 
men of like paſſions with yourſelves. This ſhould 
check-in us all aſpiring thoughts of authority over 
you: this ſhould diſpoſe you to make every kind 
allowance for us as men, whilſt in the general te- 
nour 


(20) 
nour of our lives and labours we [endeavour to 
maintain the dignity of miniſters. 

In a word, may we defire no reſpe&; but what 
is for your benefit; and can we ſuppoſe you will, 
withhold the love and eſteem that is due to your 
friends in Cixrse and to the helpers of your faith 
and 10 In the next pare we beſeech you 


| 2dly. 80 to ian your naftory as candidly, piouſly, 
and generouſly to encourage and aſſiſt their labours. 
The cauſe to which they are devoted, is the com- 
mon cauſe of men and Chriſtians, that of chriſti- 
anity, religion and virtue; and on this account 
demands the union of your efforts with theirs. It 
is the duty; it will be the concern of every man, 
not inſenſible to ſentiments. of piety and benevo- 
lence, to,, exert himſelf in this cauſe. We may 
therefore . reaſonably expect, and would earneſtly 
deſire you, Chriſtians, to join your endeavourg 
with ours. Your concurrence will ſecure our ſuc- 
cels with yourſelves, and give our labours a more 
extenſive influence. And, methinks, to a gene- 
rous mind, it will yield great pleaſure to recollett 
in how many ways he may aid and forward the 
deſign of the Chriſtian miniſtry. 

Would you aſſiſt our labours, ſtudy allen and 
ſearch the ſcriptures with impartial, liberal minds. 
Not to ſay this is your * independent of its aſ- 

pet 
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pet on our labours ; your fair and carefut exami- 
nation into the ſenſe of ſcripture will excite us to 
purſue our enquires with greater accuracy and di- 
ligenee, and will encourage us to lay before you, 
without fear and reſerve, the reſult of our reſearches, 
We wiſh-only a liberty to furniſh you with mate- 
rials, on which your judgments may be formed, and 
to declare honeſtly what appeareth to ourſelves, the 
meaning of dubious paſſages ; grant us this, and with 
calm and diſpaſſionate minds conſider and weigh 
what is offered. And though you ſhould, in the 
end, make different concluſions, and ſee things in 
a different light from us, we ſhall have reaſon to 
applaud your candour, and to commend your dif- 
fering from us, as a noble proof, you will neither 
attempt to enſlave our minds, nor ſervilely ſubmit 
your own judgment to our diffates. — In juſtice to 
2s, in juſtice to truth, and from obedience to Ixus 
Cuxlisr, the faithful witneſs of the truth, give us 
a fair hearing, and the ſcriptures a fair reading. 

They, who contentedly acquieſce in the creeds 
of former times, without venturing to doubt, or 
being at the pains impartially to enquire, af nei- 
ther as PROTESTANTS, nor as CHRISTIAN Ss, nor 
as Men. If they are wrong, it is their crime; 
and if they are right, it is not their virtue. Do 
you, Chriſtians, act in a different manner; remem- 
ber 


69 

ber the noble BEREZANS, and be candidates for 
the praiſe with which their name 1s preſerved. 

Again, permit me to remind you,, it is your 
duty regularly to attend the inſtitutions of reli- 
gion. Your abſence from the houſe of God diſ- 
courages and grieves your paſtors. The inſtitu- 
tions, which in this caſe are neglected, are not 
ours, but thoſe of CuRIsT. Such negle& ſeems 
to betray an indifference to the adoration of the 
Divine Being; an unconcernedneſs whether his 
benevolent government is acknowledged or not, 
whether ſentiments of piety and virtue are ſpread 
among mankind or not.“ When you forſake 


D 2 the 


If it was the error of the laſt age to lay too 
&* much ſtreſs upon the means of religion, it is evi- 
« dently the error of many in the preſent age, to pay 
© too little attention to them; and, if the former error 
«« produced a ſpurious kind of religion, the tendency 
* of our preſent ſentiments and EO is to leave us 
„* no religion at all.” 

Dr. PRxIESsTL 's Farewell ing at Lees, p. 15. 

« The Chriſtian Religion has been kept alive, as 
one may ſay, during the great corruption and apoſ- 
40 tacy, by the public worſhip of God in Churches ; 
< and it is probable, that religious aſſemblies will be 
„ much more frequent than they now are, whenever 


e it ſhall pleaſe God to put it into the hearts of Chriſ- 
* tians to proceed to the general converſion of all na- 


tions. We ought therefore to prepare ourſelves for 
| % and 
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the aſſembling of yourſelves together, can the 
pleaſures of ſocial devotion be enjoyed, and can 
your religious improvement be promoted? This 
improvement is intimately connected, not ſo much 
with hearing new things, as by being put in re- 

membrance of things eternal, already known. 
But indeed, in vain will you favour us with 
your attendance on the ſervices of ſocial religion, 
if you do not bring with you a proper temper and 
frame of mind, There is no teaching thoſe who 
are not willing to be taught. The end of public 
inſtitutions, and of your miniſter's labours, if he 
is pious and honeſt, is building you up in faith 
and love and a meetneſs for eternal life. But if 
you are influenced by a vain curioſity, the end 
anſwered will be a trifling entertainment if you 
chiefly want to hear elegant diſcourſes, ſet off with 
the graces of a good delivery, this can only gratify 
your fancy :—if you attend with a captious humour 
to criticize and paſs judgment on the preacher, this 
can only feed pride and conceit. | Alas! how far do 
theſe ends fall ſhort of your improvement in holi- 
neſs, truth and comfort. —Take heed how you hear, 
was the admonition of our divine Maſter. Be then 
intreated 


and haſten unto, this glorious time, as much as is 
* poſſible, by joining together in prayers for this pur- 
6c © poſe; and fo much more as we ſee the day approaching.” 

Dr. HARTLY on Man, v. 2. p. 335-6. 


18 

intreated to attend as practical hearers, not as de- 
ciding critics Do not the impreſſions of divine 
things need to be more deeply engraven on your 
hearts ? Are there not attainments in piety, bene- 
volence and purity, to which you have not yet 
reached ? Lay open then your ſouls, Brethren, to 
the light of divine truth, and to the lively impreſſi- 
ons of heavenly and eternal objects. Seriouſly r 
conſider what) you bear; candidly and honeſtly 
apply it. 

This is another mean by which you will advance 
the ſucceſs of our miniſtrations: To conſider the 
things that have been laid before us is a return, 
that decency and gratitude require of us to pay for 
the pains and time that have been beſtowed upon a 
diſcourſe, and for the devout friendſhip which it 
breathed. Poſſibly, what the preacher hath deliver- 
ed, may concern and affeA our welfare: Poſſibly, 
nay, moſt aſſuredly, if he hath delivered admoni- 
tions derived from the goſpel of Jzsus Curisr, 

they 


+ T beg leave to recommend the uſeful diſcourſe of 
the pious and excellent Mr. Jos Ox rom on Chriſtian 
Wir ſhip, lately publiſhed, Price 9d. And I ſhould eſ- 


teem it a felicity, if this mention of them could en- 


gage a ſerious attention to theſe, and the other diſ- 
courſes, which this valuable and practical Writer has 
offered to the public eye, 
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they are of great, of infinite concern to us; and 
all the ſucceſs of them, and all your profiting under 
them, depend upon making an impartial application 
to your Own boſoms, and taking a ſerious deliberate 
view of them.— Indeed, this review of the duties 
and admonitions of the Lord's-Day cannot be 
taken; if the remainder of it is ſpent wholly out 
of the cloſet, and generally given to the company 
where every thing is the topic of converſation but 
praftical religion, or to public walks, where diſfi- 
pation and mirth take their rambles. 

Further, Would you aſſiſt our labours, be per- 
ſuaded to carry on the ſame deſigns purſued by 
them in your own families. Let every houſe be a 
church of CuRISsT, where holy diſcipline is main- 
tained ; ſeaſons of worſhip obſerved; inſtruftions 
and admonitions ſuitably and regularly given. By 
theſe means the minds of your domeſtics will be fo 
formed and impreſſed, as greatly to facilitate the 
the ſucceſs of our miniſtrations, and new genera- 
tions will riſe up diſpoſed to favour and befriend the 
public inſtitutions of chriſtianity, and thus religious 
knowledge and virtue will be conveyed down to re- 
mote times.—Carry on the ſame deſign alſo by re- 
ligious intercourſes with one another, It is truly 
deſirable that each chriſtian ſociety would regard 
themſelves as aſſociated together, to advance the 

intereſts 
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intereſts of religion, and to aid each other in the 
purſuit of righteouſneſs and immortality, and would 
watch over one another, and exhort each other in 
the Lord, mutually exciting and provoking one 

another to love and good works. J 
Again, Without falling under the cenſure of 
ſeeking not you, but yours ; may I net be allowed 
to add a generous ſubſcription according to your 
ability, for our ſupport is your duty ; and in equi- 
ty, gratitude, and the principles of the Goſpel our 
Right. In Equity, for the labourer is worthy of us hire.-- 
In gratitude, for if we have ſown unto you ſpiri- 
tual things, is it a great thing we ſhould reap your car- 
xal things. ® —On the principles of the Goſpel, the 
Lord hath ordained that they who preach the Goſpel, 
ſhould live by the Goſpel. Let every one that is taught in 
the word, communicate unto him that teacheth in all good 
things. | - On theſe grounds our claims reſt—your 
generoſity in this reſpeQ will produce very happy 
effetts. 


I muſt here expreſs my ardent wiſhes to ſee the uſe- 
ful and important ſentiments of Dr. PzxiesTLY's Free 
Addreſs on Church Diſcipline regarded, and his plan a- 
dopted in our Churches. This piece, and his other 
practical works, cannot fail, I ſhould think, to excite 
in candid minds, an high opinion of the Pixr v, as his 
Philoſophical Works are proofs of the comprehenſive 
penetrating Genivs of the Author. 


2 1 Cor, ix. 11. 7 ver. 14. | f GAL. vi. 6. 
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effects. It will relieve your miniſters from anxious 
cares — it will place them in circumſtances 
that will reflect reputation on them, and fo give a 
public energy to the cauſe, in which'they are en- 
gaged — and it will enlarge their ability for good 
and liberal deeds, an ability of great importance to 


give weight tothe leſſons of benevolence they incul. 


cate; and beauty to their examples. To your own 
ſentiments of equity and piety may the appeal be 
lodged; whether you are not therefore under ſome 
obligations, partly to deny yourſelyes the innocent 
gratifications and amuſements of life, to enlarge 
your power of being liberal, rather of being jſt 
here; inſtead of being, as is in ſome inſtances the 
caſe; ſcanty here, hut proſuſe tiere. 
Vet to leave this to the readineſs of your own 
minds, in my own name, and in that of my Brethren, 
I would be more carneſt and importunate with you 
to afiſt us with your! prayers. Brethren, pray for us, 
the Apoſtle ſubjoins ſoon after the text. As you 
wiſh pleaſure and ſucceſs in our office ; — as you 
wiſh fuccels to the cauſe of religion and truth, pray 
for us. Your prayers for us will diſpoſe your minds 
io ſeriouſneſs and candour, and enlarge your kind 
affections towards us. Your prayers will be, at 
once, love to your miniſters and zeal for religion 
brought into exerciſe. If we can engage your fre- 
quent and fervent ſupplications at the throne of 

grace, 
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grace, We may promiſe ourſelves no other regards, 
our office may challenge, will be withheld. 

Once more, CaxisTians and Brethren, as the 
higheſt object of our heart's deſire, as the moſt 
effettual encouragement you can afford us, be obe- 
dient to the faith of Cnx 187. '' Let your regular and 
holy lives be our letter of commendation, to be known 
and read of all men. Improve under the chriſtian 
miniſtry in all the graces and virtues that become 
and will adorn the profeſſors of the 
end is anſwered, our ſucceſs ſecured Could you 
by liberal contributions enrich us, this reward would 
periſh in the uſing ?—Though, you ſhould ſpeak 
our praiſes and applaud our diſcourſes, this is an 
empty, tranſitory recompence : it may feed vanity, 
but cannot ſatisfy pious benevolence. But be re- 
formed, - become wiſe and holy, the friends and 
advocates for religion and virtue; you will be our 
joy now-and our crown of rejoicing another day. 
Our ſatisfaction will be complete, and our reward 
eternal. But to proceed to another inſtance in 
which CarisTIANs are admoniſhed in the text, 

it is 


gdly. To cultivate mutual harmony, and be at peace 
among yourſelves, With great propriety does this 
exhortation follow thoſe peculiarly relative to Paſ- 
tors. For not to ſay, that. union is the ſtrength, 
the duty and the honour of every religious ſocicty ; 


: 2 


| ( a 2) | 

as diſcord will diſtreſs, weaken and blemiſh it: that 
building is moſt likely to ſtand, all the parts of 
which are well cemented tagether.—Nat to fay, 
you are the diſciples of the Prince of peace, the 
profeſſors of that goſpel, which was intended to in- 
troduce and diffuſe peace and good- will among 
men, and are candidates for the favour and bleſ- 
ſing of the God of peace Not to ſay, you are 
united io one common Lord, and as members of 
his church ought to have but one point in view, the 
advancement of his authority and influence. I 
could wiſh to enforce and recommend the cultiva- 
tion of peace by this one argument, that where 
ſtrife and diſſention ſubſiſt in a ſociety, it muſt em- 
bitter the comfort and obſtruct the uſefulneſs of tho 
Paſtor. | c 
It will pieree his heart with grief and often cauſe 
the ſilent tear to flow. It will embarraſs and diſtreſy 
him and will lay very diſagreeable reſtraints on his 
condutt ; while each party is ready to enliſt him 
on its own ſide; and he is ſolicitous to live on 
terms of affection and eſteem with both. We 
are much affected to ſee, how the ſtrifes and con- 
tentions that ariſe among the members of a re- 
ligious ſociety work upon their minds. 

They forſake the table, if not the houſe of the 
Lord, and grow indifferent to the intereſts which 
piety and benevolence ſhould animate them to ſup- 
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port with all their hearts. And when they do not 
omit their attendance upon the public inſtitutions 
of religion, with what unſuitable, with what unfa- 
yourable diſpoſitions do they come to them. Theit 
thoughts are ever wandering to the objetts of their 
reſentment, their minds are irritated and their paſ- 
ſions inflamed. This is not a frame, in which to 
approach the throne of the God of love: this is 
not à frame to profit by the admonitions of the 
wiſdom from above, which has taught us inſepa- 
rably to conne@ our regards to purity and peace. 
The intereſts of religion and truth are ſacrificed : 
the end of public worſhip is defeated: and the 
heart of the unoffending, benevolent Paſtor is 
wounded. Is this pious ? Is it generous, or even 
Juſt ? 

For your own ſake, for your miniſters ſake be 
intreated, be perſuaded, CuxisT TANs, to cultivate 
peace in the reſpettive ſocieties of which you are 
members, forbearing one another in love. And 
beſides this, cheriſh a temper of love and benevo- 
lence towards all who bear the name of Cur1sr. 
There is one Lord and Maſter, one rule of faith, 
one hope of glory; Oh! when will the happy time 
come, in which we may be able to ſay, that 
among Cur1sTt1ans, however differing in ſenti- 
ments, there is but one mind and one heart. | 

Theſe, Brethren, are the regards which the 

E 2 paſtoras 
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poftoral charater may challenge from you; I am 
afraid, 1 have treſpaſſed on your time, yet indulge 
me with a few minutes by way of areLication, 


under the 


Turn head; which is to urge theſe regards by 
fuitable motives. And 


1. For our work's ſake be intreated to attend to 
them. It is the Apoſtle's Argument. Placing the 
reſpect due to the miniſterial charaQter on this baſis, 
is, I apprehend, unexceptionable.“ We do not 
_— the pleas of a regular ſucceſſion from the 

Apoſtles 


* Know your own importance therefore, and at 
« up to it; but at the ſame time I muſt defire, that you 
« will value yourſelf more upon the duty, than the dig- 
* nity of your office; and let all your pride conſiſt in 
your own performance of that duty, at leaſt in an 
« unexceptionable, if not in a praiſe-worthy manner, 
« Pride, you know, we are told was not made for man ; 
c and of all men it was not made for a miniffer of 
4 Ixsus CRRISr. But though I lay a ſtreſs therefore 
upon great humility and meekneſs in the exerciſe of 
your profeſſion, yet you muſt not forget its dignity 
and importance; which will preſerve you much more 
« from ſinking into contempt, than any haughty ſuper- 
« cilious airs you may aſſume : for their effect is the 
very reverſe,” 


Advice from a Biſhop to a young Clergyman, p. 4 33:44» 
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Apoſtles and of an indelible charafter. We aſk 
only that eſteem, that love, thoſe returns our dili- 
gence and piety may merit from your hands, 
When this cauſe doth not exiſt; let affection and 
honour be withheld : let us, as wolves, be driven 
from the ſheep-fold. 

But I' know, dear Sirs, that in your conſcience 
and inward feelings ye revere and love a good 
Man: what then are your ſentiments of Vim, 
whoſe life is employed in leading mankind to good- 
neſs and to bliſs? What, upon the obligations of 
jiſſtice and of relative virtue, muſt we owe to the 
good Man whoſe example, life and muniſtrations 
are directed to our particular benefit, to aſſiſt our 
advancement in righteouſneſs and meeknels for im- 
mortality? Certainly we owe him eſteem, affection 
and gratitude. He is our Friend, and that, in the 
moſt important and affecting ſenſe : and whatever 
regards, candour and aſſiſtance are due to a Friend, 
an affectionate and faithful friend, are due to him. 

Judge allo whether the nature and importance 
of our work do not reflect dignity and honour 
upon us, and give us a claim to your encourage- 
ment and aſſiſtance? We are engaged in carrying 
on the ſame defign, which hath employed the eoun- 
eils of Legiſlators, the ſtudies of Philoſophers, the 
authority of Princes, the meſſage of venerable Pro- 
phets, and above all the mediation and labours of 

Jesvs 


(44 ) 
Jesus Cunisr the Son of God. We are workers 
together with God, in maintaining the intereſts and 
accompliſhing the counſels of his eternal wiſdom 
and grace. 

Our lahours have an higher noblet object than 
the arms of the General, the ſchemes of the Mer. 
chant, or the policy of the ſtateſman, uſeful and 
important as are their reſpettive views: for are 
the liberty, emoluments and proſperity arifing 
therefrom to be compared, O! Heirs of immor- 
tality, with the cauſe of eternal truth and the falva- 
tion of a Soul ? r The end and aim of our office 
is to form and train up rational ſpirits in | knowledge 
and holinefs for eternity. 


Would to God! this was more ſerioully, more 


frequently recollected by Miniſters and People: it 


would awaken our zeal, it would excite you to love 


and encourage us! For our work's ſake we intreat 
your regards. You muſt be ſenſible that no em- 
ployment, when this is duly and faithfully diſcharg- 
ed, is of ſuch moment, hath ſuch extenſive and laſt- 
ing effects. And we truſt the intereſt in which we 

4% labour, 


+ * As furely indeed as the ſoul is more excellent 
than the body, and eternity more deſirable than this 
mortal life, ſo the ſacred office is more excellent than 
* any other,” 


Advice from a Biſhop, &c. p. 4+- 
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labour, for which as PROrESTANT DISSENTINO 


Miniſters we do in ſome degree ſuffer, I and for 
which we hope we are willing, by God's help to 
ſuffer more. We truſt this intereſt lies too near 

| your 


t Not to mention the ſecular advantages which as 
Diſſenting Miniſters we forego—not to mention the 
penalties ta which we are expoſed, and which, the 
ASPECT OF THE TIMES, not to ſay the unſucceſsful 
iſſue of our applications for a legal ſecurity from them, 
begets ſome apprehenfions may probably be executed 
againſt us —from Diſſenters themſelves our ſufferings, at 
leaſt our diſcquragements, ariſe ; from their narrow 
views and bigotted ſpirits—from their ignorance of 
their avowed Principles—from their growing confor- 
mity to the faſhion and manners of the gay and modiſh 
world—and from the coldneſs of their zeal and the 
languor of their efforts to ſerve the cauſe of religious 
liberty and practical piety.— To remove this ignorance 
of their own Principles, may I be permitted to recom- 
mend PALMER's Proteſtant-Diſſenter's Catechiſm, price 
1s. -A calm anfwer to this Queſtion, My am I 4 
Diſſenter price 1s. -A ſerious and earneſt Addreſs to 
Proteſtant DNiſflenters, price 4d. and Dr. Prieſtly's Ad- 
dreſs to Niſſenters—and view of the Principles and 
Conduct of Diſſenters.— And the author apprehends the 
ferious peruſal of Dr. Furneaux's Sermon on Benevolence 
and a public Spirit, —of Mr, Orton's three Diſcourſes on 
Chriftian Zeal, and of Mr. PaLmzr's Funeral Sermon 
for Dr. A$HWoRTH, could not fail to awaken and direct 
the zeal of the Reader to ſome important and uſeful 
exertions. | 


| 
| 
| 


© © Rm 
your hearts, not to engage your firm and friendly 


attachment to us. We requeſt your kind regards 


2dly, By our relation to Jesvs CnRIsT. We la- 
bour among you and admoniſh you in the Lord. The 
paſtoral office is his appoument, a wiſe and ſalu- 
tary proviſion of this friend to mankind, for ad- 
vancing the knowledge and influence of his Goſpel 
to the lateſt times, of that Goſpel which inſpireth 
the nobleſt hopes, and forms the ſoul. to every 
thing excellent and lovely ; it derives an impor- 
tance from this view of it, which ſhould fuitably 
affect all who reverence their great Lord; who, 
with Apoſtles and Prophets, hath given to the world 
alſo Paſtors and Teachers for the perfecting the 
Saints, for the work of the miniftry. 
We labour in his kingdom, his name is our autho- 
rity, Ais Goſpel the rule of our miniſtry and his inte- 


reſt our end: atleaſt ſo it ought to be; and when we 


do appear to be thus ſupported and influenced, when 
our dottrines and advices are ſupported by reaſon 


- and argument, and a fair interpretation of Scrip- 


ture, we att in his name and by commiſſion from 
CurisT, and may claim your obedience and re- 

gard. 
Indeed, in this matter we wiſh not to plead fo 
much your reverence, as your love to. Cuklsr. 
If you have any affection for the beſt cauſe, and 
for the beſt maſter, you will be willing, furely, to 
ſtrengthen 


1 


fireng then the hearts and hands of ſuch as are ſin- 


cerely devoted to. him and his mtereſts. And have 
you not an affection, a devout, attachment to the 
cauſe of truth and piety; to Jzsus your Maſter 
and Redeemer ? We know you have. Angels 
adore and praiſe his name. His holy and benevolent 
name muſt be dear and delightful to all his ſincere 
diſciples. CnRISsT Ixsus is precious to you. And 
are not they, in proportion, dear and precious-to 
you, who att by his commiſſion and are devoted to 
his cauſe ? 

You are not unacquainted with his declaration 
zeſpefting his miniſters: He that deſpiſeth you, deſpi- 
feth me, You doubt not his faithfulneſs, who hath 
promiſed'; He that receiveth a Prophet in the Name 
of a Prophet, fhall receive a Prophet's reward. Be 
perſuaded then, CarisTIANs, to receive and treat 
us as the ſervants of the Church for Ixsus' ſake. 

We requeſt no higher reſpett, no warmer tokens 
of affection that what this confideration will prompt 
you to afford us. View us in this light, as conſe- 
crated to the intereſts of Curi1sT and his king- 
dom, it will ſtrengthen our hands, enliven our joys, 
and elevate our thoughts and hopes to that time— 
to that glorious and ſolemn day; when we truſt 
we ſhall hear Him, the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
of Souls approve our fidelity and labours and ſhalt 
ke, with tranſported eyes and enraptured hearts, you 
* E our 
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our dear charge entering into his everlaſting king. 
dom, the ſeals of our miniſtry and the trophies of 
his goſpel. | 

But not to purſue theſe motives ; to the readi- 
neſs and pious generoſity of your own minds, 
the ſubject muſt be left. —I* have ſpoken with 
great plainneſs and freedom, yet for this I will 
make no apology : for the day, the awful day is 
coming when we ſhall repent, that we have not ad- 
moniſhed one another, my Friends, with greater 
plainneſs and ſeriouſneſs about the concerns of re- 
ligion and an eternal world. Amen. | 


Kd K be Kd & KK b ISAS 


An Hymn after the SER MON, compoſed by a FxI ENI. 


I. 
20-7 God appoints let Men revere ; 
The Friend of Souls be ever dear; 
And ]zsvus firſt, who came to ſave, 
And to his Church her Paſtors gave. 


II. 

While theſe declare the written word, 
And prove their doctrine from the Lord 
To Him, in them, reſpett we'll pay 
And blels the doftrines they convey, 


III, 


A1 


A. 
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's of III. 


Let them inſtru, we would be wiſe ; 
2adi- Their juſt reproofs we'll not deſpiſe, 
inds, But meet with love their faithful cares, 
with And join with them our fervent prayers. 
will | | 
ay is IV. 
ad- May peace from Heav'n upon them reſt, , 


And be their labours greatly bleſo d, 
To ſave from ſins, ſad hearts relieve ! 
And may they ſhare the joys they give ! 


ND, 


III, 


